
 
 
 

 
WASHINGTON STATE 

DENTAL HYGIENE EXAMINING COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Kathy Conrad, RDH 
    Pete Fox, Public Member, Chairperson 
    Maxine Janis, RDH 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Kirby Putscher, Acting Deputy Executive Director 

 Vicki Brown, Program Manager 
    Mark Brevard, Assistant Attorney General 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Melissa Johnson, Lobbyist, Washington State Dental Hygiene 

Association 
 Colleen Gaylord, RDH, Washington State Dental Hygiene 

Association 
 
The Dental Hygiene Examining Committee met at 9:10 a.m. on Friday, May 2, 2003, in Room 
131a at the Department of Health, Point Plaza East, 310 Israel Road S.E., Tumwater, WA  
98501. 
 
ITEMS ON AGENDA 
 
OPEN SESSION: 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order at 9:10 a.m. by Peter Fox, Public Member, Chairperson. 
 

A. Approval of Agenda 
 

The agenda of May 2, 2003 was approved as presented. 
 

B. Approval of May 3, 2002 Meeting Minutes 
 

The minutes of May 3, 2002 were approved as published. 
 

C. Approval of October 4, 2002 Meeting Minutes 
 

The minutes of October 4, 2002 were approved as published. 
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2. EXECUTIVE OFFICER REPORT 
 

A. Personnel / Introductions 
 

Ms. Brown introduced the new committee member, Peter Fox, Public Member 
and Kirby Putscher, Acting Deputy Executive Director, to the members of the 
Committee. 

 
B. Budget 

 
Ms. Brown and Ms. Putscher reviewed the February Interim Operating Report 
with the Committee members.  The Committee was informed that the Dental 
Hygiene program is in good shape and that the fee reduction will be effective July 
1, 2003. 

 
C. 2003 Legislation 

 
Ms. Brown updated the committee on SSB 5327, the bill on antimicrobials.  Mr. 
Brevard addressed SSB 5966, relating to the supply of dentists to meet the critical 
shortage of dental providers in this state and underserved areas.  He explained the 
significance of this bill to the Committee and how it could possibly affect the 
other health care professions. 
 
The Committee members would like to see the Department put forth legislation to 
add one more professional member to the Committee and the possibility of raising 
the Committee pay. 

 
D. Other New Business 

 
There was no other new business reported. 

 
3. NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION – Mark Brevard, Assistant Attorney General 
 

Mr. Brevard provided an overview to the Committee members on the following subjects:  
The roles, responsibilities and duties of members; the Committee’s authority as listed in 
the statute and rules; the difference between an RCW (statute) and a WAC (rule); the 
process/overview of what the process is to propose, amend or repeal a rule; direct 
authority of the Committee is limited to approving examinations, setting the requirements 
of examinations, the contact of examinations, etc.; open public meetings act; the ethics 
law; public records act and how their role is not to enhance or benefit the profession, but 
to protect the public. 
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4. COMMITTEE BUSINESS PLAN – GOALS & OBJECTIVES FOR 2003 - 2005 
 

The Committee reviewed the 2003 – 2005 business plan and approved them with the 
addition of two new goals.  The Committee would like to add as a goal the addition of 
one more professional member and to see if it is possible to increase their pay from 
$50.00 a day. 
 
The Committee will be further be looking at and possibly revising the survey sent to 
other states and regional exam testing agencies to see if there are any other states or 
exams that may qualify for credentialing in Washington. 

 
5. MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS: 
 

A. American Association of Dental Examiners Mid-Year Meeting – Faye Kirkendall, 
RDH 

 
Rescheduled to the next meeting. 

 
B. Western Regional Examining Board (WREB) Board of Director’s Meeting – 

Kathy Conrad, RDH 
 

See attached report. 
 

C. Central Regional Dental Testing Services (CRDTS) Annual Business Meeting, 
Examination Review Committee Meeting and Steering Committee Meeting – 
Kathy Conrad, RDH and Maxine L. Janis, RDH 

 
See attached report. 
 

6. UPDATE REGARDING THE CENTRAL REGIONAL DENTAL TESTING 
SERVICES BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
The Committee discussed the issue of whether they wish to participate as members of the 
Board of Directors for CRDTS or if they just want to accept their examination.  The issue 
was how thin does the Committee wish to stretch themselves with only three professional 
members.  The decision of the Committee was to stay involved with CRDTS for at least 
the next year. 

 
7. UPDATE ON THE STATUS OF THE DENTAL HYGIENE CONTINUING 

EDUCATION AUDITS 
 

The Committee was updated on the status of the Dental Hygiene continuing education 
audits.  If an individual does not meet the yearly hour requirement, a Notice of Correction  
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7. UPDATE ON THE STATUS OF THE DENTAL HYGIENE CONTINUING 

EDUCATION AUDITS (continued) 
 

is issued.  This places the individual on notice that if they are audited again and do not 
meet the continuing education requirement a Stipulation to Informal Disposition will be 
issued.  The Notice of Correction cannot contain requirements. 

 
8. SELECTION OF PARTICIPANTS FOR 2003 ANNUAL CONFERENCES 
 

The Committee will select the member(s) to attend the tentative 2003 annual conferences. 
 

A. Western Conference of Dental Examiners and Dental School Deans in 
Albuquerque – July 11 – 13, 2003 

 
Kathy Conrad, RDH was elected to attend the Western Conference of Dental 
Examiners and Dental School Deans meeting and to be the Committee 
representative. 

 
B. American Association of Dental Examiners in San Francisco – October 21 – 22, 

2003 
 

Maxine Janis, RDH was elected to attend the American Association of Dental 
Examiners meeting and to be the Committee representative. 

 
C. Citizens Advocacy Center in San Francisco – July 16 – 19, 2003 

 
Peter Fox, Public Member was elected to attend the Citizen Advocacy Center 
meeting being held on November 13 – 15, 2003 in Arlington, Virginia. 

 
9. DIRECTOR’S UPDATE CORRESPONDENCE – Gail Zimmerman, Executive 

Director 
 

Ms. Putscher provided the Committee with an update on the Director’s Correspondence 
provided by Bonne King, Director of Health Professions Quality Assurance.  The 
Committee was informed that the Public Disclosure Unit is now operational.  It was 
explained that this new unit will handle all of the requests for lists and labels and public 
disclosure records.  The Committee asked if Ms. Putscher would be able to check to see if 
there is anyway to check on how many temporary Dental Hygiene licenses have expired 
and how many are currently active. 
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10. CONSENT AGENDA - CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The following items and any additional correspondence received or sent is for the 
Committee’s information.  If separate discussion is desired on an item, a single motion by 
a committee member will place the specific item(s) on the regular business agenda.  
Otherwise, there will be no discussion of these items. 
 
There was no discussion on the following items: 

 
A. A copy of the letter sent to the Washington State Dental Hygienist’s Association 

dated January 27, 2003. 
 

B. January 2003 Western Regional Examining Board and Examination Review 
Committee minutes. 

 
C. January, 2003 Department of Health Newsletter, “The Sentinel.” 

 
D. February, 2003 Department of Health Newsletter, “The Sentinel.” 

 
E. March, 2003 Department of Health Newsletter, “The Sentinel.” 

 
F. April, 2003 Department of Health Newsletter, “The Sentinel.”   

 
11. OTHER OPEN SESSION BUSINESS – (For discussion only) 
 

Colleen Gaylord, RDH, informed the Committee on the issue concerning CDT-4 
insurance codes.  She realizes this is not a Department of Health issue but a Department 
of Social and Health (DSHS) issue but felt the committee should be aware of it.  Melissa 
Johnson, Lobbyist, stated that the WSDHA will be working with DSHS on resolution of 
this matter. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 1:05 p.m. 
on Friday May 2, 2003. 
 
Respectfully Submitted:    Approved: 
 
 
____________________________   _______________________________ 
Vicki L. Brown, Program Manager   Pete Fox, Public Member, Chairperson 
 
 


